
COURT OF APPEALS OF GEORGIA

RETURN NOTICE

March 6, 2015

To: Mr. Carter Arnold, Jr., GDC367195, Telfair State Prison, Post Office Box 549, Helena,
Georgia 31037

Case Number: Lower Court: County Superior Court

Court of Appeals Case Number and Style:

YouZdocument(s) is (are) being returned for the following reason(s).

There is no case pending in the Court of Appeals of Georgia under your name. I am returning your
documents to you.

• A Notice of Appeal is filed with the clerk of the trial court and not with the Court of Appeals of
Georgia. See OCGA §5-6-37. Once the trial court clerk has received and filed the Notice ofAppeal, the
trial court clerk will prepare a copy ofthe record and transcripts as designated by the Notice ofAppeal and
transmit them to this Court. Once the Notice of Appeal is docketed in the Court of Appeals of Georgia, a
Docketing Notice with the Briefing Schedule and other important information is mailed to counsel for the
parties or directly to the parties, if the parties are representing themselves. You do not need to provide this
Court with a copy of the Notice of Appeal you filed with the superior court.

• The Notice ofAppeal must include a proper Certificate of Service. A Certificate of Servicemust show
service to the opposing counsel and contain the counsel's full name and complete mailing address. The
opposing counsel must actually be served with a copy of your filing.

• An Application for Writ of Habeas Corpus should be filed in the superior court of the county in
which you claim you are illegally detained. An appeal from a denial of an Application for Writ of
Habeas Corpus is to the Supreme Court and not the Court of Appeals.

• An Application for Writ of Mandamus should be filed in the superior court of the county official
whose conduct you intend to mandate. An appeal from a denial ofan Application for Writ ofMandamus
is to the Supreme Court and not the Court of Appeals.

• Your appeal was disposed by opinion (order) on . The Courtof Appeals
. The remittitur issued on

divesting this Court ofjurisdiction. The case decision is therefore final.

• Your mailing/documents indicate that you intended to file your papers in another court rather than
the Court of Appeals of Georgia. The address of the Clerk of the is:

• If an attorney has been appointed for you and you are concerned with the representation provided
by that attorney, you should address that issue to the trial court. As long as you are represented by an
attorney, you cannot file pleadings on your own behalf. Your attorney must file a Motion to Withdraw as
Counsel and it must be granted, before you can file your own pleadings in this Court.

• A request for an out-of-time appeal should be made to the trial court from which you are appealing.
If your motion is denied by the trial court, you can file an appeal of that decision by filing a Notice of
Appeal with the clerk of the superior court.

For Additional information, please go to the Court's website at: www.gaappeals.us
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GEORGIA PUBLIC DEFENDER STANDARDS

COUNCIL

APPELLATE DIVISION

P.O. Box 1045, Bainbridge, GA 39818

Ph.: (229) 246-2877 Fax:(229)246-9158 www.gpdsc.com

January 30, 2015

Mr. Carter Arnold, Jr.
GDC ID: 0000367195

Telfair State Prison

210 Longbridge Road
Helena, GA 31037

Re: Case No. 2013-CR-145

Dear Mr. Arnold:

*

My name is Richard Parker, and I have beenassigned to represent you on your appeal.
This letter is to explain a few thingsaboutthe appellate process and to request your input as to
any issues we might need to raise.

A motion for new trial has been filed in your case. My understanding is that the trial
transcript has been produced, but I do not have it yet. I will let you know once I have received it
andreviewed it, and I will contact youto discuss any issues you think are important. Once I
become familiar with whatever issues we might want to raise and have done some research, I
mayfile an amended motion for new trial. Although I want your input on these issues, please
keep in mind that as long as you are represented by counsel, your attorney is the only one who
can file pleadings or briefs. Pless v. State, 255 Ga. App. 95 (2002). Since appellate work is
specialized and technical, I must be the one to choose which issues to raise and how to frame
them. The most important - and most difficult - aspectof appellate practice is selectingthe best
and strongest issuesand eliminatingweaker issues that mightdistract or harm our credibility
with the courts. See Jones v. Barnes, 463 U.S. 745 (1983).

We may decideto waive the hearing on yourmotionfor new trial and just ask the judge
to rule on the record before him rather than present new evidence. The reason we might do this
is that, in some cases, arguing the motioncan actuallybe harmful to your case because it gives
thetrial judge an opportunity to makeadditional findings of fact to support whateverrulingor
rulings we contendwere erroneous. This can make appeals very difficult because appellate
courts typically give great weight to any factual findings madeby the trial judge. Ifwe do
decide to have a hearing, don't get in a hurry; the trial judge sets the date for this hearing, and I
cannot control the hearing date (nor can I force the court reporter to hurry up and produce the
transcript). It can take months or sometimes even over a year to get the hearing date set.



IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF LOWNDES COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

STATE OF GEORGIA

v. CASE NO.: 2013-CR-145

CARTER ARNOLD

ENTRY OF APPEARANCE

COMES NOW RICHARD PARKER of the Georgia Public Defender Standards Council,

Appellate Division, and hereby files this, his Entry ofAppearance, in the above-styled action.

Respectfully submitted this 30th day ofJanuary, 2015.

Richard Parker, Atty. for Mr. Arnold
GPDSC Appellate Division
P.O. Box 1045

Bainbridge, Georgia 39818-1045
(229) 246-2877
GA Bar No. 563150

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I have this day served a copy of the above ENTRY OF APPEAR

ANCE on Ms. Meredith Brasher, by mailing a true and correct copy to her at the following

address: Office of the District Attorney, c/o ADA Meredith Brasher, P.O. Box 99, Valdosta, GA

31603, with sufficient postage affixed thereto to ensure delivery.

Richard Parker
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